‘Pay as you throw’ at
UK recycling centres?

The Western division of Cork County Council has introduced a ‘pay-by-weight' procedure. Tom
Freyberg talks to the council who says the system is a success. Could it work in the UK? And in
terms of weighbridge systems, what choice is on the market? '

HE LOCAL Govermnment Asscciation
{LGA} recertly urgad the
government 1o gwe councils 'save
as you throw' (ancther way of saying
‘pay as you throw’) powers. With
the irienticn of encouraging peopie to take more
respansibilny for the way they dispose of their
rubbish, the powers to impose pay a5 you throw
will require central government to bring in new
legislation.

Although this news may come as unpleasant
news to UK residents, paying money for the
amount of rubbish they throw out, the scheme
has already been tnalled and proven successful
in Southerm |

Krown as Pay-byWeight (PBW), the Westem
awision of Cork County Council carried oLt a trial
towards the erd of 2001 and throughout 2002
A PBW collecton was ihgn fully implemented in
Jenuary 2003

Jerome G'Suillivan, senior execuiive officer
of envirormantal senvices, cork county council
(Westem Division), explains how the charging
works: “Fesidents have to pay a charge of 120
euros per annum. We then charge 47 cents per
kg for the amount of municipal waste collected.
Our exparisnce [0 the Wesl is that since PBW has
bean ntroduced from 5a inmo period in 2003,
we are sending 40%. ass waste to landfill.”

However, If a local authorty mplements a
PBW collection, what is sapping rmisents from
taklng their municipal waste to @ locs! fecycling
centre end disposing of it free of charge?

Ons solution 1s to introduce a weighing
procedure at recycling centres that works on
the same prefmise as the household cotlection:
residents are charged for the amount of waste
they dispose

This 15 a solution which the Western division
of Corl brought in recently, as the senior
executive officer says: "In 2005 we opened a
recycling cenire I Clonakitty and can report that
in 2006 we hed over 82,000 vists. Seelng as the
population of the town 15 approximately 3,630,
this Is a record figure.

“There are two weighing systems at the site,
firstly a weighbridge which confrols the waste
or ionnage that our own waste collection truck
collects fror sile. There is also & smaller
set of scales a! the zntrance whic convois the
amount of waste residents bring In.”

How does the cost of diszesing rubbish
at the recycling centre compare veth t-at of the
councit collection?

"Cork County Council believes that a chargs
of 67 cents per kg to dispose of waste at the
facility cornpares favourably with the doorstep
collection costs of 120 suro pier annum sianding
chargs plus 47 cents per kg callecien The cost
of disposal of waste at 1ne sile has {o take into
account the process wiin which the waste is
transported to landfil and the added costs.”

Barry Napper, managing director at Doncaster
based weighing systsms and solutions compary,
Barry Napper & Co, explains how the collsction
service could beneftt the weighing industry.

Residenis of the Wastern division of County Cork pay a charge of 87 cents per kg to dispose of thelr municipal waste

"As suppliers on on-beard vehicle weighing
systems and solutions, we naturatly think that
‘pay as you throw' is an excellent thing, and
will bgcome a necessily in this country.”

However, the managing direcior goes
on to point out that & weighing process at
a recycling centre would not necessarily be
as successful in the UK as it has been in
Southern Ireland.

“Listaning to rasidents in our local area
does not encourage me to think that,
genarally, they will be happy to have to
go through a welghing procedure before
disposing of waste at a recycling centrs.

“Travelling around County Cork last
summes, | was impressed by the recycling
facilities available, but interested to see ang
smell many backyard bonfires, and they didn’t
smell [ike barbegues.”

Contrary to Mr Napper. Mark Wilcox,
business developgment manager of De Icing
Management Systams, thinks waighing at
recycling centres will prove successful,

“Introducing weighing procedures at public
racycling centres will further improve statistical
data to be collated and allow more accurate
and raliable figures to be published regarding
our improved recycling With the effscts of
global warming being on everybody's mind
made with support from hard facts
can only encourage furiher improvements.”

W Wilcox axplams how PBW wil' prove
beneficial 1o De icing Managemeni Byslems:
‘Iimplementation of pay by weight will evolve in
the UK soon - following systems Implemented
pverseas, which are providing hugely
increased recycling efficiency

“We are currenthy working in conjunction with
many of the major on board vehicle weighing
suppliers to imegrate our GPS solution. This will
allow proof ot weight of the vehicle along a route
- protecting against overloading.

“Recording of bin lift by location along with
weight and house identity witl be integrated
allowing a PBW scheme to be implemented and
monitared.

"Currently the Exactrak system is viewed
through the internet by lacal councils /
contraciors, but could be made available to the
general piblic In a condensed format, giving
collection times as the vehici= lravels along =5
route."

However, it ts not just residential waste at
recycling camiEs 1mial can now be weighed.
Anolher examptu of the weighning procedure is
within & civic armenity site in Northern kreland
where commerciat waste can now be measured.

Arthur McCun, waste management manager
at Newtownabbey Barough Couneit, Northam
ireland, says: "We recently carried ot a
renovatior: of the Bruslee recycling and civic
amenity site on the Belfast Road, Ballyclare

Hera we installed two Globeweigh weighbridges,

one for driving in and one for the vehicles to exit.

“The council charges for the commercial
waste coming into the site and the systerr has
an account set up for each of the custome-s.
The custormers must have crecit on the::
account and the system vl then charge them
pro rata for the 2ount of commercal waste
they have ceposited.

“Before the Gobewelgh weighbridges wera
ingtelos e waste coming Into the site was
increasing every year But after {he instaflation,

we g5w g 50% reduction of people coming to
thi s

Be it weighbridges at a public recwslirg
centre or weighbiridges at matesiin mprocassing
facllities (MRF}, the tima # takes for Instalatior
i an imporant factor when deciding which
manufacturer to choose.

Sheffield-based Libra weighing machin
it can delver and install pre-cast walghh
fourdiaions in twoe hours.

“Libra has now developed ed pre
toundations o7 walgr ges, which ncorpotate
the access ramps and taundation bases, al
comolate and ready for instan! ine r
the same day as the weightinaga.

Once a weighbndge has istallec. nne
protiem that local ecthort
[le <8 18 when ver ol

den't have access to Tiese weg g fan

One solutior to i1e problerr ot cverloac
is to fit axle lcad rdicators the
waight the vehicls & exerisg on

Axie Load indcaton and On-Hloard Walphing
specialisis Rec Forge 58ys i hils seen a redernt
increase in the use of avle load ndizatn, tisd In
to vehicle telamatics sy

Set up to provide ings of overioad
events, along with logged gate, firme ad
location, these systams allow remors merionmo
of the Inad conditle of a ve-icle, which i
maximise the corrol companies have ovel |
vehicles.

Red Forge goss on to say that the LI
VTS unil allows this semaote monitoring
to be used for lan
kngwing what the o
mighe e,




